of, their standards of living, they had, in 1930, to a large
extent become gradually proletarianized. Until National
Socialism had developed to the stage in which it now had
orthodox representation in the Reichstag, the huge mass
had, for want of another party more suited to their middle-
class taste, supported either the Democratic or the purely
National Parties. By its varied programme the Nazi Party
appeared to fill the gap in Germany's already too numerous
class sets. Finally, as the Nazis inveighed most forcibly
against the effects of the inflation and burdens of the war, the
middle classes accepted its doctrines as a duck takes to water.
During 1930, von Papen was continually attacking
Bruning's policy in the Reichstag and in the Prussian Diet,
urging him, when his aggressive methods failed, to draw
the Right into a coalition Government, Brtining's answer
was to dissolve the Reichstag and order new elections.
This was in July and the elections were to take place in
September. Although the Centre Party was intensely un-
compromising in its attitude to National Socialism, Briining
nevertheless made a personal approach to Hitler for moder-
ation. He explained his policy of gradually breaking away
from the Treaty by apparently agreeing to its fulfilment,
obtaining concessions from the ex-Allied Powers by plead-
ing poverty and thus enlisting sympathy. If Hitler would
only cease to harry and embarrass him, he would arrange
for Hitler to succeed him as Chancellor in a few years'
time, when his policy would have proved successful.
To all these blandishments Hitler and his immediate
assistants, Goring and Goebbels, were impervious. The
Nazis must have full control at once, because only then
could their policy become the programme of the State.
Not dismayed, the crafty Briining ran to the Western
Powers and insisted that Germany must be treated leniently,
because he was afraid to what length the Nazis and Nation-
alists would go. If the Powers would only help him in the
pursuit of his policy it would pay them eventually; if they
pressed Germany further, it would bring about the fall
of his Government and Prussianism or worse would reign
in the Reich. So with these threats Bruning kept the
Powers at bay and the Nazis in order inside the Reich,